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Cantus Decorus Singers

The choir

The Cantus Decorus Singers was founded by six singers from Nyíregyháza (Hungary) int he fall of 2002. All of the members became acquainted with music, especially with choral music at the Zoltán Kodály Primary School in Nyíregyháza. They have sung in the Cantemus Children’s Choir and the Cantemus Boys’ Choir, and currently they keep going back to reinforce the parts of the Cantemus Mixed Choir as well. The singers in the choir are proud to be members of the ‘Cantemus Choir Family’. 
According to the distribution of the parts within the choir, mainly pieces of the church and secular choral music consist the mainstream of its repertoire, but beside them there are also the choral works of composers from the 20th century and contemporary, mainly Hungarian componists (Kodály, Farkas, Orbán, Kocsár, Petrovics), among others spirituals and light music arrangements to be found. The aim of the choir is firstly to make popular this and the similar ways of singing together (mainly in singer groups with a lower number of members); and the conscious adoption of Zoltán Kodály's principles in music pedagogy, and the participation and holding the ensemble's ground in professional matters in the Hungarian choral life as well.
The members of the choir
Péter Magyar – countertenor
He got his degree in politology at the Faculty of Law at the Eötvös Loránd Science University; and from 2003 on he continues to read law at the same place at correspondence course. During the years in the Cantemus Children's Choir he traveled to several places in the World and within Europe as well. In the Cantemus Boys' Choir first he sang soprano, later alto and tenor; he has participated in festivals and choir competitions several times.
Attila Nagy – countertenor
He got his degree in Economics at the Faculty of Foreign Trade at the Budapest Business School; from September 2004 on he attends the Corvinus University in Budapest at full-time course. He sang in the Cantemus Childrens' Choir and in the Cantemus Boys' Choir as well; first soprano then alto and later tenor and baritone. Several times he has participated in festivals and choir competitions. He sings in the alto part of the Cantemus Mixed Choir, as well.
Gábor Eszenyi – tenor

He got his degree in music and conduction at the College of Nyíregyháza 2004. He teaches music in a music-school in Nyíregyháza. He sang in the Cantemus Children’s Choir and was a senior singer of the alto part in the Cantemus Boys’ Choir. Currently he reinforces the tenor part of the Cantemus Mixed Choir, as well.
Péter Gyülvészi – baritone
The artistic director of the choir studies at the Faculty of solfege, musical-theory and conduction at the University of Debrecen. As a senior singer of the soprano part of the Cantemus Children’s Choir and the Cantemus Boys’ Choir, he performed solos and emphasized parts within the  programme of the choirs. He sings in the tenor and baritone part of the Cantemus Mixed Choir, as well.
Benjámin Joó – baritone
Currently he attends the University for Economic and Technical Sciences in Budapest at the Faculty of Architection. Singing in a leading position in the treble and alto parts in the Cantemus Childrens' Choir and the Cantemus Boys' Choir he has participated in festivals and choir competitions. He sing sin the baritone part of the Cantemus Mixed Choir, as well.
Balázs Kiss – bass
He is a student of the University for Economic and Technical Sciences in Budapest at the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering. As a singer of the alto part in the Cantemus Boys' Choir he has participated in festivals and choir competitions. He sings the bass part of the Cantemus Mixed Choir, as well.
From the spring of 2004, honorary members of the choir are:

Zsófia Nagymarczi – treble
Currently she is a senior singer of the treble parts of the Pro Musica Girls’ Choir and the Cantemus Mixed Choir, as well. She ends her studies at the Ilona Zrínyi Secondary School in Nyíregyháza 2005. As a singer of the Cantemus Children’s Choir and the Pro Musica Girls’ Choir she has sung on several points of the World, and is a winner of several choir competitions and festivals.
Dóra Albert – treble
Currently she teaches music in a Primary School in Hajdúszoboszló. She got her degree in solfege, musical-theory and conduction at the University of Debrecen in the summer of 2004. As a senior singer of the treble parts of the Cantemus Children’s Choir and the Pro Musica Girls’ Choir she has participated in several choir competitions and festivals.
Music as a profession was chosen by only a few of the members, so making music or mainly singing itself is not the sole way of career for all of them, although it has a more dignified place in their life than other activities beyond their profession. For the constant professional standing ground, beyond the rehearsals at weekends the members attend individual singing lessons too.
Some of the more important public performances of the choir (summary):
"Choir Conference" (Nádasdladány, 2003.)
Odd Tuesdays' Music House, at the Saint Michael Chapel (Budapest, 2003.)
Studio-recordings, made two times for the broadcast "Choir-Stage" ("Kóruspódium") of the Hungarian Radio Station Bartók in the studio of the Hungarian Radio Broadcast Corporation. (Budapest, 2003.)
Lutheran Choir-meeting (Nyíregyháza, 2004.)
15th International Festival for Chamber-choirs (Miskolc, 2004.)
14th Renaissance and Barock Days in Keszthely (Keszthely, 2004.)
Béla Bartók 21st International Choir Competition (Debrecen, 2004.)
"XXI Festival Voci d'Europa" and "XIII. Rassegna Concordia Vocis"
 (Sardinia, Italy, 2004.)

The Cantus Decorus' very first time performance abroad was held within the framework of the choir festivals organized on the island of Sardinia. Betveen 9-12 September 2004, the singers held concerts in south-sardinian town, Cagliari and Porto Torres, a town to be found at the northern part of the island. In Cagliari they sang at two concerts, as participants of the "Concordia Vocis" international music festival held for the thirteenth time. 9 September, they gave a concert with the organizer choir Coro Polifonico del C.U.M. (Centro Universitario Musicale di Cagliari) together, then the other day the Cantus Decorus Singers gave an individual concert in the church Chiesa del Santo Sepolcro in the downtown. Following that, three other concerts were held along with other choirs, among them the organizer choir Coro Polifonico Turritano in San Gavino Basilica, in Porto Torres.

The „Week of Hungarian Culture” (Kajaani, Finland,2005.)

Between February 24. and March 1. the Cantus Decorus Singers were guests of the town Kajaani in Finland .As participants of the event called the “Week of Hungarian Culture” ("Unkarin Kulttuuri-viikko") has been held in each year at the end of January since 1994 the singers gave three individual concerts during the week. The first on February 25. at the Kaukametsä cultural center in Kajaani; then February 27. they gave a concert along with the father of the artistic director (Péter Gyülvészi), János Gyülvészi (Lutheran chorister in Paltamo). Besides the two concerts the singers contributed to the Lutheran church service on 27 February, and to the evening programme of the Kalevala-holiday on 28 February, as well. To the greatest joy of the singers, during the singing at the service one co-worker of the University of Kajaani took a liking to their performance so much, that immediately he invited the choir for a short concert at the University on one of the following days. So on March 1. the day of back trip the Cantus Decorus Singers presented the Finnish audience with another concert, while it had become ever more enthusiastic from concert to concert.

10th International Choir Competition Budapest (Budapest, 2005.)

At the jubilee choir competition held between March 19-23. 2005 the choir participated in category C2 - of mixed chamber choirs and vocal ensembles. The performance of the singers during the category-competition from 17.30 on March 22. was awarded by the international jury with a golden diploma of grade 3. The artristic director of the choir, Péter Gyülvészi won a special prize for conductors.
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